Essential Drum Gear for Beginners

Choosing your first set of gear is a huge step, and it's completely normal to have questions. This
guide will walk you through my most common recommendations and explain the key differences
to help you invest with confidence.

The First Big Choice: Electronic vs. Acoustic Kits

As we discussed in the "Getting Your First Drum Kit" guide, the first decision is between
electronic and acoustic.

e Electronic Kits are my most common recommendation for both younger and older
students due to their practicality. The ability to use headphones is a massive advantage
for keeping peace in a household. An acoustic kit can be felt through the floor and heard
outside the house, while an e-kit solves the noise problem instantly.

e Acoustic Kits offer a classic feel and sound that many drummers fall in love with. If you
have a space where noise isn't a concern (like a garage or basement), they are a
fantastic choice.

My E-Kit Recommendation (All-in-One Package)

For an electronic kit, you want something that feels good to play and has the right features to
help you learn. These kits come as all-in-one packages, so you won't need to buy extra stands
or cymbals. Note: You will need to purchase a throne, sticks, headphones, and a few other
practice essentials. See the Essential Accessories Guide found on the JWC Website.

e Alesis Nitro Max Kit: This is my top recommendation for a fantastic entry-level e-kit. It
has high-quality mesh heads that feel great to play, a sturdy rack, and a powerful "brain"
that you can use to customize your sounds. It also has all the functions you need to
connect to a device for playing along with music. It's everything you need in one box.

o Link: Alesis Nitro Max Kit at Sweetwater

My Acoustic Kit Recommendation (Requires Components)

If you go the acoustic route, you'll typically buy your gear in three separate categories: the
drums themselves (a "shell pack"), the cymbals, and the stands/pedals ("hardware"). This lets
you customize your setup.


https://www.sweetwater.com/store/detail/NitroMaxKit--alesis-nitro-max-mesh-electronic-drum-set

Step 1: The Drum Shell Pack

A "shell pack" includes just the wooden drums—the kick drum, snare drum, and toms. It does
not include the cymbals or the metal stands needed to hold everything up.

e Yamaha Rydeen Shell Pack: | am continuously impressed with the quality of Yamaha's
instruments. This drum kit is built beautifully and will be more than enough to carry you
for years of learning. The only thing you might need to do over time is replace the drum
heads.

o Link: Yamaha Rydeen 5-Piece Shell Pack at Sweetwater

Step 2: The Cymbals

Cymbals provide the high-frequency "crash" and "ping" sounds of the kit. Buying a pre-matched
pack is the easiest and most affordable way to start.

e Best Value (Sounds Great): Zildjian I-Series Essentials Plus Pack: | highly
recommend this pack because it's the level where the cymbals truly start to sound like
professional instruments rather than cheap pieces of metal. They will be inspiring to play.

o Link: Zildjian I-Series Cymbal Set at Sweetwater

e Budget-Friendly Option: Meinl HCS Basic Cymbal Set: If you're looking for a more
budget-conscious option to get you started, this Meinl pack is a solid choice. It gets the
job done and is a huge step up from the cymbals included in most all-in-one beginner
kits.

o Link: Meinl HCS Basic Cymbal Set at Sweetwater

Step 3: The Hardware

"Hardware" refers to all the metal stands you need to hold up your snare drum, cymbals, and
hi-hats, as well as the kick drum pedal. You cannot set up your shell pack without these!

e Yamaha HW-680W Hardware Pack: To go along with your Yamaha shell pack, this
hardware set is a perfect match. It's sturdy, reliable, and contains everything you need: a
snare stand, two cymbal stands, a hi-hat stand, and a kick pedal.

o Link: Yamaha 600 Series Hardware Pack at Sweetwater

The Most Important Seat: Choosing Your Drum Throne

It might not be as flashy as a new cymbal, but your drum throne is the foundation of your entire
setup. While many students start by using a sturdy chair from around the house, it's crucial to
pick one that supports good habits. If you use a temporary seat, make sure it doesn't have
wheels and that it's at a height where your hips are about even with, or slightly higher
than, your knees.


https://www.sweetwater.com/store/detail/RDP2F5SKB--yamaha-rydeen-5-piece-shell-pack-sky-blue?cond=RDP2F5SKBd1
https://www.sweetwater.com/store/detail/ILHESSP--zildjian-i-series-essentials-plus-cymbal-set-13-inch-14-inch-18-inch
https://www.sweetwater.com/store/detail/HCS1418-14C--meinl-cymbals-hcs-basic-cymbal-set-3-piece
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.sweetwater.com/store/detail/HW680W--yamaha-hw-680w-600-series-drum-hardware-pack

This initial setup can work for a short time, but a real drum throne is a worthy first upgrade. A
good throne promotes proper posture, prevents back pain, and allows you to play comfortably
for longer. Here are three solid, budget-friendly options for different needs.

1. For Young Kids (Ages 7-10)

For younger and smaller players, the key is finding a throne that can be adjusted low enough to
promote good posture, allowing their feet to rest comfortably on the pedals.

e Gibraltar 4608 Compact Round Throne: This throne is the perfect starter for kids. It's
built by a top brand, so it's stable and reliable, but it's compact and has a lower height
range than most standard thrones (adjusting from 16" to 24"). This ensures a young
student can sit at the right height for their kit without being too high up.

o Link: Gibraltar 4608 Compact Throne at Sweetwater

2. The Best All-Around Entry-Level Throne

For most beginner teens and adults, a simple, sturdy, round throne is the perfect place to start.
It's a massive upgrade from the flimsy thrones often included in all-in-one drum packages.

e Gibraltar 5608 Round Throne: This is my go-to recommendation for a no-frills, "first
real throne." It has a comfortable padded round seat and a sturdy single-braced base
that is surprisingly lightweight. It's a reliable piece of gear from a top brand that will last
for years without breaking the bank.

o Link: Gibraltar 5608 Round Throne at Sweetwater

3. For Better Back Support (Tractor-Style)

If you experience back fatigue or just want a significant upgrade in comfort, a tractor-style (or
"moto-style") seat is the way to go. The contoured shape provides much better support for your
lower back and legs.

e Gibraltar 6608 Moto-Style Throne: This throne brings the comfort of a high-end tractor
seat into a very affordable price range. As you know from your own experience, this style
of seat makes a huge difference during longer practice sessions. This is a durable,
double-braced throne that provides incredible support and is one of the best upgrades a
drummer can make for their long-term health and comfort.

o Link: Gibraltar Moto-Style Thron weetwater

More Below!


https://www.sweetwater.com/store/detail/4608--gibraltar-4608-compact-round-drum-throne
https://www.sweetwater.com/store/detail/5608--gibraltar-single-braced-light-duty-drum-throne
https://www.sweetwater.com/store/detail/6608--gibraltar-6608-moto-style-drum-throne

A Quick Tip: The Drummer's Best Friend is a Rug!

Whether you have an acoustic or electronic kit, | highly recommend placing everything on an old
area rug (a 5'x7' rug is usually perfect). This does two very important things: it prevents your
kick drum and hi-hat stand from sliding away from you as you play, and it protects your floor
from getting scratched by the stands and spurs. You don't need a fancy purpose-built "drum
rug"—any old rug will do the job!

A Smart Tip: Check for Used Gear at Music Go Round

Before you buy new, | strongly encourage you to explore the used gear selection right here at
Music Go Round. Your dollar can go much further in the used market, often allowing you to get
a higher-quality instrument for the price of a new entry-level one.

Drums are built to last, and a few cosmetic scuffs don't impact the sound or playability. The staff
at the store can help you find what you need and ensure it's in good working order.

This is an especially great strategy for hardware. You can save a lot of money by purchasing
individual stands and pedals used. Just give them a quick check to make sure the tilters tighten
properly and the pedals move smoothly. You can often assemble a full set of pro-level used
hardware for less than the price of a new entry-level pack.
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